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Abstract 

The Indian Caste tool is considered a closed gadget of stratification, because of this that a 

person’s social repute is obligated to which caste they were born into. There are limits on 

interaction and behavior with people from some other social reputation.  Its records is hugely 

related to one of the outstanding religions in India, Hinduism, and has been altered in masses of 

methods sooner or later of the Buddhist revolution and under British rule. This paper may be 

exploring the diverse elements of the Indian caste device related to its hierarchy, its history, and 

its results on India nowadays. 

The caste gadget is a classification of humans into 4 hierarchically ranked castes called varnas. 

They're categorised in keeping with occupation and decide access to wealth, energy, and 

privilege. The Brahmans, generally priests and scholars, are on the top. Subsequent are the 

Kshatriyas, or political rulers and squaddies. They're followed with the aid of the Vaishyas, or 

merchants, and the fourth are the Shudras, who are commonly laborers, peasants, artisans, and 

servants. At the very bottom are those taken into consideration the un-touchables. These people 

carry out occupations that are taken into consideration-unclean and polluting, which include 

scavenging and skinning dead animals and are considered out castes. They're no longer 

considered to be protected in the ranked castes. 

1.INTRODUCTION  

Seeing that India’s independence from Britain in 1947, there has been sizeable relaxation of 

policies associated with the caste gadget. There was more sharing among contributors of the 

center and upper castes, however the ones within the lowest castes continued to eat one after the 

other from the relaxation. There was additionally a sizeable alternate in occupational desires and 

hobbies amongst guys from 1954 to 1992. In advance, maximum men had been committed to 

their traditional caste related  job, however with the aid of 1992, maximum had taken up more 

recent occupations. Although a few caste-primarily based prejudice and rating nonetheless 

existed, wealth and strength become now less related to caste. Caste have become loads much 

less widespread part of every day lives of folks that lived in urban areas compared to rural areas, 

but its importance still varies by way of social class and occupation. Amongst urban middle-

elegance specialists, caste isn't always overtly mentioned and is pretty insignificant, except when 

it comes to marital preparations. Even then, there are changes made with issues toward training, 

career, and earnings, in addition to faith and language. Despite the fact that discrimination on the 

premise of caste has been outlawed in India, continues to be exists in the community nowadays. 
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The Indian Caste System is historically one of the main dimensions where people in India are 

socially differentiated through class, religion, region, tribe, gender, and language. Although this 

or other forms of differentiation exist in all human societies, it becomes a problem when one or 

more of these dimensions overlap each other and become the sole basis of systematic ranking 

and unequal access to valued resources like wealth, income, power and prestige. 

1.1 WHAT IS CASTE? 

Caste is a word derived from Portuguese, meaning “lineage.” The closest Indian terms are 

varna, meaning “color” or “class,” and jati, meaning “birth.” The former is the term generally 

used for the caste system. The latter term describes any group that has characteristics in 

common, but is also used to describe the Hindu castes. Caste is a form of social stratification 

characterized with the aid of endogamy, hereditary transmission of a way of life which often 

includes an occupation, repute in a hierarchy, customary social interaction, and exclusion. 

Despite the fact that caste systems exist in numerous regions, its paradigmatic ethnographic 

instance is the division of Indian society into inflexible social companies, with roots in India's 

historic records and persisting until these days; it's miles once in a while used as an analogical 

foundation for the observe of caste-like social divisions current outside India. In biology, the 

time period is carried out to position stratification in social animals like ants and termites, even 

though the analogy is imperfect as these also involve extraordinarily stratified reproduction.
1
 

1.2 INDIAN CASTE SYSTEM 
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 https://www.yogapedia.com/definition/5801/caste 
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The caste machine strains its origins in India which had social groupings regionally known as the 

“varnas.” The history of the varnas in India goes again to the first Millennium BCE wherein the 

device is discovered in historical Hindu texts written greater than 3000 years in the past. Varnas 

may be described as the class of individuals based totally on their respective career. According to 

the varnas gadget, Indian society is categorized into four distinct social instructions:-the 

Brahmins, the Kshatriyas, the Vaishyas, and the Shudras.  

1. The Brahmin class is essentially described thru its supposed priority (because the 

magnificence created first through the writer god), with the aid of using expertise of the 

Veda, and thru the monopoly this beauty holds at the operation of sacrifice. Those 

tendencies justify the social feature of the magnificence vis-à-vis others: they are 

foremost because of the reality they're earlier, and they claim to stand outside of the 

energy own family participants that govern social lifestyles for others because of their 

superior statistics and sole ownership of the ultimate “guns,” sacrificial strategies. 

2. Following the Brahmans are the Kshatriyas, or political rulers and infantrymen. 

They had been the ruling elegance and often times collaborated with the Brahmans as 

they reigned over their. In historic India, the rulers had been sure with the aid of Holy 

Scriptures to control their kingdoms with justice. The Hindu ruler grow to be the 

protector of his subjects, and that permits you to guard his topics the king had to be an 

expert warrior. A Kshatriya is characterized with the aid of physical and martial strength 

(Smith, forty eight). Those traits decided his individuals of the circle of relatives with 

others: “the Kshatriya is charged with the protection of the better Brahmin splendor with 

rule over (and unrestricted exploitation of) the decrease Vaishyas”.  

3. Subsequent are the Vaishyas, or traders. A Vaishya's responsibility is grow to be 

to make certain the community's prosperity through agriculture, farm animals rearing and 

trade. The Vaishyas have been taken into consideration and predicted to be willing in 

assessment to their rulers, and had been infinitely exploitable and regenerative. Those 

oppressions however, have been normally now not boycotted because this became 

furnished as a natural scenario in the social realm. Later, the Shudras took over 

agriculture and livestock rearing whilst the Vaishyas have emerge as customers and 

merchants. One expression of this resentment have become their assist of the anti-

Brahminical sects that advanced at some stage in the sixth century BC, like Buddhism 

and Jainism (Gurjari).  

4. Then come the Shudras, who're usually personnel, peasants, artisans, and 

servants. Shudras had been notion to no longer have any special competencies and had 

been considered most effective capable of serving as slaves to the top three training. 

Shudras cherished no rights or privileges, and were now not accepted to perform any 

sacrifices or homa, observe or observe the Vedas or recite the mantras (prayer rituals). 

They have been furthermore no longer allowed to enter temples and will handiest serve 
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the higher three castes as a slave, barber, blacksmith or cobbler (Gurjari). They too 

supported the anti-Brahminical groups that befell. 

2.HISTORY OF INDIAN CASTE SYSTEM  

In advance, the caste of a person in India used to define his or her career and till loss of life the 

character had to keep on with that career. Humans from top caste have been not allowed to 

mingle and marry someone from some other caste. Thereby, castes in India were exactly 

demarcating the society. Usually, caste gadget is associated with Hindu faith. As in step with Rig 

Veda (early Hindu textual content) there were four categories referred to as ‘varnas’. Varnas 

encompass Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras. Maximum of the historians still 

accept as true with that today’s caste device is based on those varnas. Also there has been the 

fifth category that changed into even not so good as shudras and that changed into of 

“untouchables” or Dalits. Those were the persons who used to carry out duties of putting off 

faces or lifeless animals. They were now not allowed to go in to temples, drink from the equal 

water supply, and so on. Untouchability is the most not unusual form of discrimination that is 

primarily based at the caste gadget in India. However while and how such a lot of castes 

originated in India isn't always clear. Many theories were recommended regarding the starting 

place of caste system but, up to now, no solid evidence has been gathered on this regard. 

2.1 THEORIES OF CASTE SYSTEM 

Traditional theory:- According to this theory, Brahma, the creator the universe had created the 

caste system. Different castes were born out of various body parts of Brahma. Like, from his 

mouth came the Brahmins, from hands the Kshatriya, from stomach the Vaishyas and so on. 

People belonging to different castes then function as per the source of their origin. In ancient 

India, various sub-castes were born out of these castes and this has received a classical 

interpretation in the account of Manu. The theory has been criticized for its being a supernatural 

theory and for its base being just divine. 

Political theory:- According to this theory, the Brahmins wanted to have a full control over the 

society in order to curb and rule them. So, their political interest created a caste system in India. 

Nibey Dubais, a French scholar, originally put forward this theory that was also supported by 

Indian thinkers such as Dr. Ghurey. 

Religious theory:- It is believed that various religious customs had given a birth to the caste 

system in India. People connected to religion like Kings and Brahmins were given higher 

positions. Different people used to perform different tasks for the administration of the ruler that 

later on became the basis of caste system.Along with this, restriction on food habits had led to 

the development of caste system. Earlier there were no such restrictions on taking food with 

others as people used to believe their origin was from one ancestor. But as they started 
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worshipping different Gods, their food habits changed. This laid the foundation of caste system 

in India. 

Occupational theory:- Nesfield originally gave the name  occupational theory, according to 

which castes in India developed as per the occupation of a person. Concept of superior and 

inferior caste also came with this as some persons were doing superior jobs and some were into 

lower kinds of jobs. All those people who were doing the task of purohits were superior and they 

were the ones who used to do specialization. Superior caste with time grouped into Brahmins. 

Similarly, other groups were also formed leading to different castes in India.
2
 

The fluidity of the caste system turned into suffering from the appearance of the British. The 

British introduced with them their very own traditional shape of presidency, and as Christians, 

they did not have tons sympathy for the Hindu institutions. For the duration of the preliminary 

days of the British East India company's rule, caste privileges and customs had been 

recommended, but the British law courts commenced to disagree with the discrimination towards 

the decrease castes. But, British guidelines of divide and rule contributed closer to the hardening 

of caste identities. As British civilization expanded in India, but, it become fatal for the 

individuals of various castes, affecting the beliefs they have about touch and “using the equal 

contraptions on the price of conventional repulsion”. As an example, whilst the British 

government desired to put in a water machine in Bombay, there has been a amazing outcry 

before everything from the higher castes. They couldn't consider that natural and impure, twice-

born and Shudra, have been going to be ingesting from the equal faucets as themselves. This 

changed into, but, resolved by the panchayat, that's an assembly of 5 clever and respected elders 

selected and regular via the village network. They claimed that the tax raise via the British 

administration for this canalization can be taken into consideration as reparation and that it'd 

redeem the sins to which this sharing of taps might divulge them too. Britain did no longer 

simplest affected the Hindu humans by oblique approach however a certain wide variety of 

traditional caste-linked crafts had been made not possible to make because of the huge number of 

importing manufactured goods from the city. Due to this, many weavers had to show to 

agriculture. In other places, occupations that had been handed down from generation to 

generation had to be closed down because of newly opened factories. From those events, now 

not handiest had been occupations changed, but the very social conditions among the castes had 

been affected. The three supporting pillars of the caste gadget—hereditary specialization, the 

sacred hierarchy, and mutual repulsion—have been essentially without delay undermined by the 

British administration. 
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3. HOW IT IS ACCEPTED ON AN INDIVIDUAL LEVEL? 

3.1 RELIGION 

The division of caste constitutes one of the maximum essential features of India’s social 

structure. In Hindu society, caste divisions play a component in each real social interactions and 

in the suitable scheme of values. Participants of various castes are anticipated to behave 

differently and to have distinctive values and ideals. These differences are sanctioned through the 

Hindu religion. 

Historically, the caste system of stratification in India changed into legitimized via classical 

Hindu spiritual texts, especially as interpreted via Brahmans
3
. Hinduism is “as a good deal of a 

social system as a faith…Its social framework has from very early times been the caste gadget, 

and this has…become…increasingly identified as Hinduism as such”. The caste system  become 

rationalized in historic India on numerous grounds. One of  them  become the justification within 

the Vedas. The caste gadget could not have found approval a number of the vedic people until 

there was some reference to it in the Vedas. The Purushu Sukta within the tenth Mandala of the 

Rigveda describes how the castes got here into lifestyles: from extraordinary parts of the 

Purusha, the Cosmic Soul, at the
4
 time of a grand sacrifice executed through the gods 

(Jayarama). As referred to earlier, the Brahmins came out of his mouth, the Kshatriyas from his 

fingers, the Vaiyshas from his thighs, and the Shudras from his feet. 

3.2 KARMA 

Some other justification derives from the concept of Karma. This idea rationalizes the caste 

gadget based on delivery. It supports the argument that people of the lower castes have to blame 

themselves for their troubles and coffee fame due to their awful Karma in their past existence 

(Jayarama). The regulation of Karma states that the present condition of your soul, as an 

example, confusion or serenity, is primarily based on your selections within the past and that 

you, as an individual, have made your self what you're based totally on your moves. Also, your 

present thoughts, decisions, and moves determine your destiny life events, and these occasions 

can modify one’s Karma thru herbal, ethical choice and movement (Oriental Philosophy). 

Consequently, it is the notion that “one’s unique responsibility is calibrated to the elegance into 

which one changed into born and the level of life one is presently passing through”, and that one 

of the most important entailments of the caste device is “the perception in karma and the cycle of 

rebirth where by ones social function in this existence is ethically determined via moral actions 

in beyond lives”. 

                                                           
3
 http://digitalcommons.calpoly.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1043&context=socssp 
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Considering that one of the important beliefs in Hinduism is that the results of your beyond 

choices have determined your present country, reincarnation plays a huge role inside the 

prevention of people revolting in opposition to the caste device. Reincarnation became created 

by the Aryans with the intention to justify the oppressive conduct they had been imposing on the 

natives and to hold the human beings from growing up towards the device. Reincarnation 

bolsters caste oppression in approaches. It justifies injustice, and deflects hopes for development 

from this lifestyles to a “subsequent lifestyles”. For the humans on pinnacle of the caste gadget 

(the Brahmins), reincarnation justifies why they get the privilege of excessive-magnificence 

beginning. The ones privileges were earned via virtuous behaviors in their past lives, and a 

privileged beginning proves that one merits privilege. 

3.3. ECONOMIC STATUS  

 

The caste device very an entire lot impacted the financial shape inside the Indian village. The 

village become essentially a meals-presenting unit, in which every own family of the craft or 

service caste have become related with one or greater of the land proudly proudly owning-

farmer-caste circle of relatives. W.H. Wiser in his Hindu Jajmani gadget suggests the mutuality 

of relationship in a village network primarily based at the exchange of products and services 

among unique castes. Inside the village that Wiser studied, he positioned that “there have been 

twenty-four castes fixed thru starting—priest and teacher, bard and geologist, accountant, 

goldsmith, florist vegetable grower, rice grower, timber worker, ironworker, barber, water-

bearer, shepherd, grain parcher, seamster, potter, change-man, oil-presser, washing machine-guy, 

mat-maker, leather-based worker, sweeper and chess pool cleanser, Mohammedan beggar, 

Mohammedan glass bangle supplier, Mohammedan cotton-carder, and Mohammedan dancing 

woman”. Every man or woman had a set monetary and social recognition. Even the beggar, as an 

instance, had a tough and fast reputation. Giving alms to the beggar modified into taken into 

consideration as a religious responsibility in order that it may be demanded as of proper and 

every become related to others in hired-organisation dating. 

Basically, the identical person who changed into an organization in a unmarried relationship 

changed into the hired in each different. It can be seen from the above listing of caste differences 

that the internet of monetary balance and protection that become supplied thru a individual’s 

respective caste and thru those relationships the individual received via his or her occupation turn 

out to be vital to village stay. The caste gadget is what drives those relationships and people 

relationships are one of the motives the caste tool stays intact. 

 

4.MODERN INDIA  

Relationships between castes have turn out to be greater comfortable today. There may be 

greater meals sharing between castes and loads extra consuming carried out at nearby restaurants 

in which caste distinctions are much less probably to be made. One of the most important 
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modifications that occurred in India turned into occupational hobbies among men, and girls in a 

while. In advance, maximum guys did not were far from their caste-connected occupations, 

including blacksmithing and pottery making. Many have now taken up more moderen 

occupations that don't relate to their caste, along with authorities jobs, coaching, retail and 

services, and machine repair. Wealth and strength in the village is now much less associated with 

caste than earlier than, and landownership has emerge as greater various. Also, the idea that 

purity and pollution is as a result of the decrease castes has diminished a terrific amount. It has, 

but, best truly faded in the public, whereas behind closed doorways and on ceremonial occasions, 

purification rituals associated with caste status are still observed. Endogamy remains enforced 

among families, however no longer as strict as before. Girls fame stays drastically tied to the 

reputation of the male, however education and reputation of equalization for women has widely 

unfold all through India. In rural regions, movement out of caste specializing occupations and get 

entry to to belongings is still tough and gradual for the lower castes, however in urban areas, 

caste is now a much less considerable a part of each day life. Notwithstanding the reality that 

discrimination on the concept of caste has been outlawed in India, caste has come to be a way for 

competing for access to property and power in present day-day India, along side instructional 

possibilities, new occupations, and development in lifestyles probabilities. This fashion is 

established to India’s preferential guidelines and the implementation of these guidelines. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The Indian caste gadget has played a good sized position in shaping the occupations and roles as 

well as values of Indian society. Faith has been the regular push in the direction of this 

stratification system for centuries, beginning with the Aryans and persevering with down a 

protracted avenue of unlucky discrimination, segregation, violence, and inequality. Hinduism 

became the spine of the purity- pollution complicated, and it changed into the religion that 

encouraged the day by day lives and beliefs of the Indian people. Even after 70 years of 

independence, Indians stay inside the grip of caste attention. Traditionally, India has been 

surviving as a kingdom for millennia with closed organizations divided via caste, creed and 

language. Work was divided and every had  his allotted task when you consider that delivery, 

and heredity of occupation became a rule that performed a huge position in the economics of 

urban and rural life. Mobility of occupation or caste was restrained, and an individual leaving the 

career of his ancestors so that it will follow his or her own route turned into rarely witnessed. It 

can be visible that caste maintains to play vital role in the dynamic of social and political 

interactions within India. However, the connection between caste and hereditary occupations has 

end up less significant now, and there are fewer regulations on social interaction amongst castes, 

especially in city areas. The prevailing Indian society is shifting from its closed structures 

towards a kingdom of alternate and progression marked with the aid of the assertion of the 

human spirit regardless of castes and creeds. Sever moves difficult the injustices related to the 
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caste gadget have recommended people in India to be more civil toward different caste 

participants. Most of the decrease castes have won plenty from the partial elimination of the 

caste device, and India need to be applauded for its regular effort to eliminate this system of 

stratification from its way of life. It's miles, however, important to take a look at the importance 

of the way caste reputation has affected the pleasant of lifestyles and social mobility in India 

these days. 


